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VIRGINIA IN 1628. 



The Tobacco Monopoly. 



(Abstracts from the British Public Record Office, by W. N. Sainsbury.) 



[The Publication Committee of this Society has heard with 
much pleasure that Mr. Alexander Brown, the author of the 
"Genesis," and " First Republic," and a member of the Society, 
possesses full copies of all documents of importance relating to 
Virginia history during the period 1607-1627, which are to be 
found in the public and private records of England. These he 
proposes to publish at some future time. As full copies are, of 
course, of much greater value than abstracts, the Committee has 
determined not- to anticipate Mr. Brown's publication; but to 
stop the continuous publication of the Sainsbury Abstracts, and 
begin again, in this number of the Magazine, with those of the 
year 1628.] 

Gov. West, and Council to Sir Robt. Heath: 

James City, Feby. 27, 162^. 
Governor Francis West and the Council of Virginia to Sir 
Robert Heath, the King's attorney General. On receipt of his 
Maj' letter and other instructions from himself (see Nov'., 1627), 
They immediately caused divers ships to be stayed that were 
ready to depart, and altho' they could not, the tobacco being 
already put aboard, try the goodness of the same, or contract 
for it on his Maj" behalf, they had delivered to them invoices of 
the several quantities laden aboard & they have taken security 
for landing the same at the port of London. Have given orders, 
in obedience to the King's commands, that the Burgesses should 
shortly be assembled at James City, that by the general and 
unanimous voice of the whole Colony his Majesty may receive a 
full answer to the several points concerning their tobacco, and 
as they will be more willing that his Maj. reap the benefit of their 
labours than any other, so they hope his Maj. will commiserate 
their poor estate and admit their just requests in those particu- 
lars, without which it is evident to them they cannot subsist and 
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do otherwise fear the immediate decay and misery of the whole 
Colony. The goodness of their tobacco shall far exceed that 
formerly gone from hence. Implore his Maj : to admit of such a 
quantity, whereby they may be able to sustain themselves, the 
excessive rates of commodities here being considered and that the 
Colony hath lately received an increase of one thousand persons 
and the abundance of wares this year imported hath so deeply 
indebted the planters to the merchants. The King's letters 
received but five days since, and Mr. Capps being absent after 
the arrival of the ships fourteen days, on what pretence they 
know not, they could not by any other means come to any par- 
ticular information concerning the other matters, but they con- 
ceive the price, his Maj. will be free of customs & all charges, 
freight excepted. Will advertise him by Capt. Preen of the rest 
of those things of which they can now say nothing. Desire his 
favour. They want the means and not the wills to raise those 
staple commodities proper for this Plantation, the charges of 
which should rather be supported by a royal hand sustaining us 
than by the weak and poor estates of the planters. Signed by 
Francis West, John Pott, Roger Smyth, Wm. Claybourne, 
Wm. Tucker, & Sam. Mathews. Certified copy by Robert 
Barrington, cler. 2 pp. (Colonial Papers, Vol. 4, No. 40.) 



Governor West and Council to the Privy Council. 

James City, March 4, 1628. 

Governor Francis West and the council of Virginia to the 
Lords of the Privy Council. 

Have received their Lordship' letters concerning George 
Sandys petition against themselves in reference to certain ten- 
ants and goods belonging to the late company since November, 
1623, but which Sandys enjoyed during his stay in the colony, 
tho' his three years commission (which he refused to show), 
expired in Oct. , 1624, Explain the grounds of their order about 
same. Sandys two years absence from the colony and his not 
purposing to return, and he himself at his going away refusing 
to execute his office of Treasurer, saying he had nothing to do 
with it. He might have had remedy if he would from Capt. 
Whitaker, who presently departed the country unquestioned to 
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the great damage of those to whom the moity belonged, signed 
by Francis West, John Pott, Roger Smyth, Sam. Mathews, 
Wm. Claybourne, & Wm. Tucker. 2 pp. {Colonial Papers, 
Vol. 4, No. 41.) 



Commission to Governor Harvey and the Council 
of Virginia. 

March 22, 162^. 

Commission reciting a previous commission of 26 Aug., '22. 
Jac. I. (which see) to Sir George Yeardley and appointing John 
Harvey, Esq., Governor of Virginia, to execute the same as 
fully as any Governor resident there within the space of three 
years last past, and Francis West, George Sandys, John Pott, 
Roger Smyth, Ralph Hamor, Samuel Mathews, Abraham Pier- 
sey, Will. Claybourne, Will. Tucker, Jabes Whitaker, Edward 
Blany and Will. Ferrar, the Council — and William Claybourne, 
the secretary of State in th£ colony, with this mem: 

"This is only the renewing of a former commission to sir 
George Yeardley, deceased, and others, with this alteration, that 
the said John Harvey is herein nominated to be Governor in the 
room of Sir George Yeardley." 

{Sign Manual Charles /, Vol. 6, No. 66.) 



Petition of Governor, Council and Burgesses to the 

King. 

March 26, 1628. 

Petition of the Governor and Council together with the Bur- 
gesses assembled in Virginia to the King. They have according 
to his maj. command assembled themselves and returned answer 
that they shall be willing to accept for their tobacco delivered in 
the colony three shillings and six pence per pound, and in Eng- 
land four shillings, one half to be paid at ten days, the other 
half at three months, desiring his maj. to take in certainty 
500,000 wt. yearly and if they make more, that they may export 
it in to other parts, the custom being paid. Implore the King 
to commiserate their poor estate, having continually for six years 
groaned under the oppression of unconscionable and cruel mer- 
chants by the excessive rates of their commodities, caused for 
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the most part by unreasonable and unjust contracts, made wholly 
without their consents to the unspeakable prejudice of this colony ; 
that they want the means and not the wills to raise those staple 
commodities proper for this plantation, which now they hope by 
the beams of his maj. favour reflected upon them will recover a 
new life and receive perfection by his Royal hand. Certified 
copy by Robert Barrington, cler. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 4, No. 
44-) 



Answer of the Governor, Council and Burgesses to 

the King. 

March 26, 1628. 

Answer of the Governor and Council together with the Bur- 
gesses of the several Plantations assembled in Virginia to his 
Maj. letter concerning our tobacco and other commodities. 
The making of any contract upon their tobacco hath been 
hitherto a thing so much feared, and the very name a terror and 
discouragement to the whole Colony, the bare rumour whereof 
hath wrought so evil an effect as generally to dishearten all men, 
especially seeing all contracts have hitherto been made without 
their consents. Notwithstanding they have continually been 
ensnared in these toils, and for these six years have perpetually 
laboured in the confused paths of these labyrinths, they return 
their humblest thanks to his Maj. for dissolving these contracts, 
and in particular for the prohibition of all Spanish tobacco, that 
thereby they might have a certain and sure dependence with 
the Kingdom of England, which is so firm a foundation for the 
perpetual subsistence of this Colony, which hath now no less 
flourished since the alteration and revoking of the Patent than 
when their affairs were managed by those in England. They 
consent and agree that his Maj. shall have all their tobacco at 
the rate of three shillings and six pence the pound clear, to be 
delivered here (in Virginia) to his maj. factors good & merchant- 
able, to make payment the one-half after ten days, the other 
moity at three months, if to be delivered at the Port of London 
then to have four shillings per lb. clear of all customs. That his 
maj. take 500,000 weight yearly, for seven years, and that any 
overplus they may export after paying custom. Desire that 
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Spanish tobacco be utterly prohibited. Effectual courses which 
they have taken to make their tobacco very good and merchant- 
able, much exceeding their former tobacco. Touching the mod- 
erating, the quantity they desire it may be considered that tobacco 
is the only means for their present supportation and subsistance, 
to which nevertheless they are not so much wedded as wholly to 
neglect the raising of staple commodities. And concerning the 
quantity of two hundred pounds for a master of a family and 
one hundred and twenty-five for every servant, the colony now 
consisting of near three thousand persons, or shortly being likely 
to attain that number, that quantity is not sufficient for their 
maintenance, and last year there was more sent hence, yet that 
proportion allowing that these five hundred freemen and masters 
of families will amount to 412,500 lbs. Reasons they cannot 
accept of the proposed conditions of payment of one third in 
hand and the res,t at five and five months. There are plentiful 
materials for making of pitch and tar. Have sent home samples 
of ordinary pine-trees — difficulties of great charges for the full 
accomplishment of that work. No man now in the country that 
knoweth how to make potashes. There are many hundred casks 
gone into England from all parts of the country made of their 
timber. The' freight if so mean a commodity, too dear to en- 
courage any to go in hand with it. Have sent home iron from 
the mine, but this work requires an excessive charge to bring it 
to perfection which they cannot disburse. The materials formerly 
sent over almost totally consumed, and at the massacre thrown 
into the river by the Indians, so there will be need of a supply 
of workmen and materials. Conceive there is great hope of 
good silver and copper thro' the richness of the mountains. 
There was a discovery made nineteen years since, in the which 
some of them were and about four days journey above the falls 
of this river, as they are informed, certain assurance of a silver 
mine. They conceive that the planting of vines will prove a 
commodity, both beneficial and profitable, but none of them are 
skilful therein. The vinerons sent over spent their time to small 
purpose and either purposely neglected or concealed their skill, 
should think themselves happy to bring this commodity to per- 
fection and would be glad to defray the charges of skilful men to 
be sent over for that purpose. Great likeliness of the certainty 
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of bay salt, the benefit that will thereby accrue to the colony will 
be great, and they shall willingly assist Mr. Capps in making his 
experiment, which brought to perfection will draw a certain trade 
to them. And they hope that the fishing upon their coasts will 
be very near as good as that of Canada. Certified copy by 
Robert Barrington, cler. 7 pp. {Colonial Papers, Vol 4, No. 
45-) ' 

Petition of the Governor, Council and Burgesses to 
the Privy Council. 

March 26, 1628. 

Petition of the Governor, Council, and Burgesses assembled 
by order from his Maj. in Virginia, to the Lords of the Privy 
Council. 

Have by their general declarations returned answer to his Maj. 
letter concerning the commodity of tobacco to be to his own im- 
mediate use, and requiring them to contract for the same upon 
the prices & conditions therein mentioned, and have complained 
that formerly, by the sinister suggestions and projects of uncon- 
scionable men, to make a contract on their goods without their 
consents, they have a long time suffered much damage and the 
Colony has been greatly prejudiced by the general fear and dis- 
couragement to settle their estates or to endeavour the raising of 
any staple commodities, Return thanks for the disannulling 
thereof, and conceiving that the languishing Colony may at 
length receive a new life and that those difficulties which have 
hitherto hindered the growth of it may be overcome thro' his 
Maj. taking affairs into his more near regard and princely care, 
they implore the continuance of their Lordship's favour, beseach- 
ing that their relations may rather obtain credit than the infor- 
mation of such men as respects only their private ends and 
inordinate lucre and gain, and that the King's royal intentions 
may be confirmed towards them for the consummation of this 
great work and the perfect establish* thereof. — Certified copy, by 
Robert Barrington, cler. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 4, No. 46.) 



Governor and Council to Lord De la Warr. 

Virginia, March 30, 1628. 
The Governor and Council of Virginia to Lord De la Warr. 
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May it please his Honor to accept from Virginia the acknowl- 
edgment of those respects that this Colony offereth & oweth to 
his Lordship, persuading themselves that those noble inclinations 
are hereditary in his mind which were in the thoughts and incli- 
nations of his Honourable father, who gave beginning advance- 
ment, and while he lived supportation to this plantation, and 
since his death how endeared hath his memory been to their 
hearts, it being apparent to them how great sufferers they were 
in his loss, by whose patronage they hoped for defence against 
those storms which since have well nigh overwhelmed them, and 
in particular these pernitious contracts which so often for these 
six years have been continually intruded and made on their to- 
bacco without their knowledge or privity. Implore his Lordship 
to patronize their just cause & that their petitions & general 
declarations to his Maj. may be graciously accepted, and that 
none may contract for their goods without their consents. 
Signed, Fra* West, John Pott, Sam Mathews, Roger Smith, 
Wm. Clayboume & Wm. Tucker. Certified copy, by Robt. 
Barringlon, cler. (Colonial Papers, Vol. 4, No. 47.) 



Governor and Council of Virginia to the Earl of 

Dorset. 

James City, March 30, 1628. 
The Governor & Council of Virginia to Edward, Earl of 
Dorset. Beg him to accept the acknowledgement of their thank- 
fulness for his continual favour towards them, and more particu- 
larly by the overthrowing of those late contracts on their tobacco 
made without their consents, to the disannulling whereof his 
Lordship gave his furtherance & power which otherwise had 
tended to their misery and ruin. Desire to be protected against 
these storms and implore the continuance of his favor to this 
Colony now again ensnared in the same toils and likely to suffer 
extreme prejudice by .new contracts, which they fear are pro- 
jected by those men whose ends are their private gains and 
lucre and not the profit of his Maj. & the welfare of this state. 
Have received his Maj. letters and instructions from Sir Robert 
Heath, to which they have returned answer, and hope his Maj. 
will hear their just petitions and put an end to these long troubles, 
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in the which they beg his Lordship's mediation and council. 
Sigtied by Fran: West, John Pott, Sam. Mathews, Roger Smyth, 
Wm. Claybourne & Win. Tucker. Certified copy, by Robert 
Barrington, cler: {Colonial Papers, Vol. 4, No. 48.) 



A Discourse About Virginia. 

1628, March. 

A discourse about Virginia, containing a proposal for setting 
up the Iron Works in Virginia, that his Maj. for the better en- 
couragement of the Undertakers, undergo the burden of so 
great a charge, which will amount to many thousand pounds, 
incorporate them under the Great Seal of England with fitting 
privileges, that no others set up any Iron Work in Virginia for 
fourteen years, and that they shall be free from paying any cus- 
tom, subsidy or other duty for iron made there and brought into 
England for a certain time. 

Those who have underwritten for raising a joint stock to per- 
form said work promise to pay into the hands of their Treasurer 
these several sums of money, viz: Draft, there are neither any 
names or sums of money underwritten, (3 pp. Colonial Papers, 
Vol. 4, No. 50.) 



John Ellzey to Edw'd Nicholas. 

1628, May 13, Southampton. 

John Ellzey to Edward Nicholas. 

The Fortune has taken an Angola man with many Negroes, 
which the Captain bartered in Virginia for tobacco which has 
come home in a ship called the Plantation. 

{Extract from Domestic Corresp., Charles I, Vol. 103, No. 85.) 



1628, May 27, Southampton. 

John Ellzeye to Edward Nicholas, Secretary to the Duke of 
Buckingham. 

Concerning the tobacco I advertised you of returned upon the 
Plantation for Negroes sold in Virginia. I came not to the Knowl- 
edge thereof until all or the most part of the tobacco was carried 
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away to London. I find that there was imported 85 hogsh'ds 
and 5 buts of tobacco, being the proceeds of the said Negroes, 
and here received by Richard Paleford, John Sherron and one 
Watkins, being assignees for Arthur Guy, Captain of the For- 
tune, of London. You may inform yourself of the contents of 
the tobacco exactly by one Peter Andrewes, Master of the said 
plantation, who is now resident in London, being brother in law 
to one Mr. Vassall, a Turkey Merchant, eminent upon the Ex- 
change. {Extract from Domestic Corresp., Charles I, Vol. 105, 
No. 35.) 



The King to Sir John Harvey. 

1628, Sept. 12, inclosure. 

The King to Sir John Harvey, Governor, of Virginia. The 
King renews to those Colonies (sic) their lands and privileges 
formerly granted and declares his pleasure in Sundry other things 
touching the Government there. (Docquet, Domestic, Charles I.) 

N. B. There is a copy of this letter calendared under its 
proper date, which see. 



A Letter To Be Obtained From The King. 

1628. 

" The substance of a letter to be obtained from his Majesty 
touching Virginia." 

Whereas we are informed of your speedy intention to put in 
execution several manufactories, as oils, barillia, potashes, with 
soap, not heretofore practised in our plantation of Virginia, 
which in time may turn to the great advancement thereof. They 
are to have especial care that all such or the like commodities 
be made really perfect and good lest ill opinion be justly raised 
to the prejudice of the plantation. 

None of said commodities to pass out of the Country without 
exact view and examination, that the goodness thereof may be 
justifiable to all. — {Colonial Papers, Vol. 4, No. 65.) 
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The King to the Governor and Council of Virginia. 
(Copy in " De Jarnette Papers," Va. State Library.) 

Charles R. : 

Trustee & wellbeloved, we greete you well. Whereas for 
the knowledg wee have of yo r experience and the confidence we 
put in your fidelitie, prudence and sufficiencie, Wee have made 
choice of you to be Governor of our Collonies in Virginia and 
thought fite by the advise of our Privy Councill, for your comfort 
and better proceedings in that charge, to give you these direc- 
tions and encouragement followinge: First, wee doe hereby de- 
clare and promise to take these Collonies of our Subjects in Vir- 
ginia into our royall protection. Wee doe likewise promise 
hereby to renewe and confirme unto the said Collonies under 
our greate Seale of England their landes & priveledges formerlie 
graunted, having alreadie assigned by the said lo s of our privy 
Counsell a proportion of money for the maintenance of the Gov- 
ernor, and for other publique uses issuable out of our profitts 
from the Plantation, and wee will not onlie confirme but enlarge 
the same as our occasions will permit. And because nothinge 
shall be left undone by us that may advance the florishing of 
that Plantation, wee will be the rewarder of all such well deserv- 
inge Planters, as by their good services shall merit the same. 
Wee doe further expresslie charge and require you, the Gov- 
ernor and counselle there to cherish & respect such persons as 
intend to make Virginia their countrey and to proferr such to 
places of benefitt, and trust that there may be a reall difference 
made between them, and such as goe thither only to enrich them- 
selves by a cropp of Tobacco, and in respect of these our 
favours wee will and comaund that all Planters, Adventurers & 
others shall returne their comodities of the growth and proceede 
of Virginia into our owne dominions of England and not els 
where upon paine of our high displeasure and condigne punish- 
ment of the offendors. Our will & pleasure allso is, And wee 
doe hereby require and comaunde you, the Governor and Coun- 
selle there, and all others and officers whom it may concerne 
respectively to administer and execute justice indifferentlie, 
without assertion or partiallitie to all men, and thereof do expect 
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due performance. And lastlie, whereas there are certaine 
Instructions Signed by our Privie Counselle for the orderinge & 
governinge of that Plantation, we will & comaund you to see 
them carefullie observed and put in execution. Given under our 
Signet, at our Castle of Windsor, thetwelft day of September, in 
the seventh yeare of our Raigne. Vera copia. — State Papers, 
Colonial, Vol. 3, No. 94. (Sept. 12th, 1628.) 



SAINSBURY'S ABSTRACTS. 



The Case ok Captain Martin. 

Wyatt's commission, which will be found given in full in the 
Historical Collections by Hazard (Vol. I, pp. 189-192), contains 
about eight times as many words as the abstract in this Magazine, 
Vol. VII, pp. 129-130. The Proclamation by Charles I, is also 
given in full by Hazard, I, pp. 203-205; it only contains about 
400 words more than the abstract, VII, pp. 132-134. 

Wyatt's letter of Dec. 2 (O. S), 1624, contains about 600 
words more than the abstract, pp. 130-131; and that of June 15, 
(O. S.), 1625, over 600 more words than the abstract, pp. 134- 
136. Mr. Sainsbury was mistaken in giving Francis West, a 
signer of these letters, the title " Sir," he was a Captain not a 
Knight. Wyatt's letter of Feb'y 4 (O. S), 1625 (N. S.) con- 
tains only 300 words more than the abstract (pp. 131-132), and 
the enclosures in this letter given on pp. 137-146, are quite com- 
plete, save that No. 36, IV, "The examination and deposition 
of witnesses," is not given; but I infer, this will be done in the 
next number of the Magazine. 

These enclosures are not given in proper order in the calendar. 
No. 36, I, and IV, were made in December 1624, and considered 
by the Council of State, in Virginia, on January 6, 1625 (N. S.), 
who enclosed them, together with their own order thereon (No. 
36, II.) and a copy of the original warrant (No. 36, III,) to the 
Council and Company in England in the letter of Feb'y 14, 1625, 
given on pp. 131-132. May 3rd, 1622, the date given to your 



